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ANNOUNCEMENT. | 
Referring our readers to the Prospectus and Address pub- 
lished in our last number, and to the blank form of subscription 
list which accompanied them, we have now to announce the 
positive continuance of the ‘* Vcice of Jacob” in its present 
form, and, if possible, as a weekly publication, stamped as 
a newspaper for subscribers only, in order to ensure imme- 
diate transmission, per post, free. The price to non-subscribers 
must necessarily be raised, probably to 3d. unstamped; the 
comparatively limited circulation of a Jewish press will entail 
a heavy loss, even at that price, unless friends of the under- 
taking will exert themselves to promote its success.—Vide the 
explanation in No. 23, and on the blank form of subscription 
list before referred to.—A return of those forms, as early as 
possible, is urgently solicited. — 
The Monthly py Aaneareas will be superadded, in case only of 
adequate support. | 
he Statement of Accounts is delayed by the difficulty of 
procuring settlements; it will be transmitted to subscribers as 
early as possible. | 


SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE TO 
THE EAST. 


We have been taken by surprise, in common with the rest of 
the Jewish community, by the circulation of a notice that the 
accounts of the mission are closed, leaving such a balance as to 
Warrant a return to every contributor of one fifth of his original 
contribution! From the statements before us, we find that the 
Beka contribution of Sir Moses Montefiore himself, has 

en £2,200, in addition to the original subscription of £200 
from him and Lady Montefiore. Although it might not be 

ere out of place to give a retrospect of an event, for ever 
memorable in the history of the Seon unprecedented from 
the deep sympathy which it excited in the whole civilized 
world, from the prominent position into which it brought the 
ewish nation, from the extraordinary exertions it called forth 
rom a part of our co-religionists, and from the great conse- 
quences it may hereafter, by action and reaction, produce: 
an event which, like athunderclap darting on a sudden from 
an apparently cloudless sky, has fearfully aroused our brethren 
rom the slumber of security into which the increase and pro- 
gress of universal toleration (seemingly keeping pace with the 
march of civilization,) had lulled them :—alt ough, we say, such 
a retrospect might not be out of place, yet we refrain at 
pitas from giving one, requisite as we now deem the space 
at our disposal for other reflections directly arising out of the 
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tion, but by significant actions; not by petty squa 


‘mport of the documents before us; we do not, however, intend 
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thus to dismiss the subject finally, as we shall probably revert 
to it in a future number, and give our views on this celebrated 
mission.—On examining the accounts, we find so much both 
to praise and blame, that the balance is scarcely perceptible. 
It fills the heart of the Jew with joy, nay with pride, to find 
attached to the names of some of his co-religionists, sums 
which betoken a princely munificence; and, in so far as 
pecuniary sacrifices may be regarded as the test of love for 
country and religion, we may safely aver that this love glows in 
their hearts with an ardour that must satisfy the most zealous 
among our brethren. On the other hand, we remark great 
inequalities in the contributions from different congregations, 
and we miss, from the list of donors, the names of families which, 
to judge of their means by the figure they make in society, 
might well have afforded a donation. While we forbear to give 
the names of individuals, we think there can be nothing offen- 
sive in giving those of places. It will strike our readers, as it 
struck us, that the amount of the contributions from several towns 
bears no due proportion to the position to which they aspire, 
either in regard to wealth, liberality, or enlightenment ; thus we 
find Birmingham gave £40, Bristol £100, Liverpool £100, Man- 
chester £200, Dublin £20, Edinburgh £10, Plymouth and 
Portsmouth £27 each! Nor are these the only instances of 
disproportion, Jamaica alone gave £1,355! Had a like spirit 
of munificence animated all donors, to what an amount might 
not the list have been swelled ! | 
When we reflect, that this affair was not a local, but a national 
one, affecting the highest and holiest interests of Israel; that it was 
an event eminently calculated to cause the most relaxed chords 
of the Jewish heart to vibrate; when we further consider, that 
interest in a nation’s welfare is shown, not by po declama- 
bles, but by 
magnanimous deeds; when we ponder over all this, we confess 
our utter inability to defend on the part of so many, the 
indifference with which posterity will upbraid our age, and in 
which it will find a striking evidence of the egotism, pervading 
the human character, and rendering the heart so callous as to be 
impenetrable to any, even the nearest, claim. We are still 
more mortified at missing the humble pence of the London 
poor, from beside the pounds of the rich, We know that, 
upon the whole, the number of Israelites is too small for 
us to expect that the funds could have been considerably in- 
creased ‘4 the offerings of the poor, (who form the mass, ) laid 
upon the altar of religion; and if we therefore regret the absence 
of their contributions, it is only because we perceive in the cir- 
cumstance their want of interest. As parents are most partial 
to that child whose rearing has been the most difficult, so grows 
our interest in an object in proportion as we exert ourselves in 
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its behalf. That, as the mass made no sacrifices, it could not 
have been deeply affected by this calamity, is an inference not 
less thélancholy than mortifying to every true Israelite; it 
obtrudes itself upon the calm reasoner, and tells him that, so 
long as the consciousness of 4 religious unity connecting the 
Jews from pole to pole does not afimate the minds of the mass 
sufficiently to elevate them on emergencies above every day 
interests, sufficiently to elevate them on extraordinary occasions 
to extraordinary exertions and sacrifices, so long, can we not 
expect a favorable change in the circumstances of the majority 
of our co-religionists, so long, can we not occupy the rank 
assigned to us by our history, by our religion, and by the 
universal consent of the believing part of the Christian world. 
Deeply impressed with the magnanimity of an act on the 
part of Sir Moses Montefiore, truly worthy of his whole con- 
duct in this remarkable affair, we conceive that when he had 
once determined upon his additional donation of £2,200., the 
restoration of the surplus, over which he had no control, was 
erhaps a matter of course ; but would not the public still more 
lly have appreciated this, if their minds had been prepared for 
it? There now exists an organ of communication among the 
English Jews, and a step might easily have been taken by 
which they would have had time to reflect “A the manner 
in which they should employ this surplus. Although, perhaps, 
to those who remember the numerous charities among us, 
time for such a reflection will appear superfluous, on our 
own part we are convinced that, as the returned sums have 
been hilicwed unto the Lord, not one of the donors will con- 
vert them to a profane use ; and though we regard the support 
of the congregational charities as a praiseworthy work, nay 
more, as an imperative duty, yet we are of opinion that the 
purpose, to which this surplus should be devoted, deserves a 
closer consideration. The event in Damascus, which occa- 
sioned the raising of these funds, is, from the circumstances 
and consequences attending it, unprecedented in the history of 
the Jews; and, if a portion of the funds was not required for 
the attainment of the original end, it should be specially de- 
voted to some distinct purpose, which may constantly remind 
us of the event from which it arose; which may bear testi- 
mony, in the eyes of the world, to the noble efforts and sacri- 
fices made on this occasion by so many high-minded individuals; 
which may inspire our descendants with the same. lofty feelings 
with which it filled the breasts of so many of our contempora- 
ries; and which may command, from surrounding nations, a 
degree of respect correspondent to the attention the event has 
attracted towards us. The funds were originally destined for 
the attainment of a great national end, quite destitute of a local 
character, the surplus, therefore, should have the same destina- 
tion; but, as all congregational charities have more or less a 
local character, the bestowal of the returned subscriptions upon 
any one of them, must be regarded as a departure from the 
primitive purpose, allowable only when no end of a character 
similar to the original one can be attained. Moreover, the 
support of our charities is, as we have said, a duty imperative 
on the members of the various congregations; those, there- 
fore, who would devote their part of the surplus to the pur- 
pose alluded to, could not do so without tacitly impugning 
their own conduct, inasmuch as it might be said that they em- 
ploy money, the return of which they had no right to expect, 
m a manner which, alienating it from a higher end, only tends 
to spare their purses. Further, when we consider the number 
of our charities and the interests which the donors respec- 
tively take in these institutions, as compared with that consi- 
derable portion of the surplus belonging to Jamaica, to other 
Islands, and other places, we arrive at the conclusion that none 
of our charities would be considerably benefited ; for the assis- 
tance they would receive would merely serve to supply momen- 
tary wants, which would certainly have been removed without 
this resource; and that the stream, divided in this manner into 
numerous petty channels, would, by the spread of its waters 
mstead of their convergence, lose the beneficial influence it 
might have exercised, if allowed to glide on in one great unin- 
terrupted course. 
We are not prepared, at this moment, formally to propose what 
use should be made of this surplus; but this we know, that it | 
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could be made the nucleus of a sum with which some useful 
and great national end could be attained. Let a committee be 
immediately formed, in whose hands the returned money may be 
meanwhile deposited, and let this body, at the earliest convenient 
dpportunity, convene a meeting to decide on the use to which 
the fund shall be applied. Thus will an affair be terminated in a 
manner worthy of the great cxertions made on the occasion, and 
a monument will be raised, which, in remote ages, when the 
impression produced by this event shall have become weakened, 
will inspire our descendants with the same lofty feelings, with 
the same zeal, which have manifested themselves in so many 
on this emergency. We invite communications from those 
willing to support the view we have taken. 


gar Vide the letter on this subject in another column. 


GENTILE CRITICISMS ON THE JEWISH PRESS. 
In an article, in our last number, under the above title, the 


defence of the amiable editress of the Christian Lady's Maga. 
zine, against an attack levelled at her in consequence of her — 


friendly disposition towards the Voice of Jacob, was brought 
under notice. A part of this defence, which is addressed to 


the Jews, constitutes an attempt to vindicate several harsh and | 


intolerant opinions against non-Protestant Christians, contained 


in the organ of the Conversion Society, and with which our © 


periodical reproached the proselytizers ; this requires some fur- 
thercomment. Impressed with the conviction, that the adherents 
of one creed have no right to intrude themselves upon the 
adherents of another form of religion, disturbing their peace 
by actions which carry with them their own condemnation ; 
penetrated with that reverence which one faith owes to another, 
which honest men must always entertain for each other's 
opinions, especially when they proceed from conviction and 


involve high interests, we forbear to offer any remarks on what — 


the editress says of the errors of the Papists, although a like 
deference is not paid to us by those intermeddlers with ‘Jewish 
salvation,” who compel the modern Jews to regard them with 
the same eye that our ancestors did the inquisitors of the mid- 
dle ages. While, however, we thus decline giving an opinion, 
we must still contend that if any creed has a right to pronounce 
a decision on the merits of religions based on Scripture, it 
is Judaism,—the mother is the best judge of the different 
characters of her daughters. We repeat, that we have no 
concern with the reasons which may be drawn from the gospel! 
in favour of the clamours against the Romanists, but as re- 
gards those said to be deduced from Scripture, the primitive 
and peculiar inheritance of Israelites, who are certainly its 
best expounders, we feel ourselves compelled, with all 
due deference to the amiable editress, to show how little these 
reasons are founded on the contents of the Bible. From the 
circumstance, that after the Israelites had worshipped the 
golden calf in the wilderness three thousand of them fell by 
the command of God, we do not perceive how it follows, that 
those who, out of respect for a person, reverence his image, 
deserve the name of idolaters. True, the Almighty prohibits 
the making of any image, but then He also declares to what 
images He alludes, viz., such as are destined to be worshipped: 
(if this restriction of the original prohibition were not admitted, 
how sinful would be the taste of 
who lavish immense sums on statues and paintings). That the 
Israelites regarded the golden calf, not as a symbol or mere 
image, but as a real God, and that they were therefore idolaters, 
is clear from their address to Aaron, ‘Up, make us Gods, 
which shall go before us:’’? but we never remember to have 
read or heard that Catholics regard the images of their saints 
as gods, and worship them as such; besides which, we have 
their own especial disclaimer to the contrary. Let the Conver- 
sion Society decry its Catholic neighbours as much as it 
pleases, we cannot interfere; but, after what we have just 
stated, unprejudiced Protestants will deem it very natural that 
we plain Jews, who admit nothing but Scripture, and who re- 
celve no interpretation of it but that handed down to us by our 
ancestors, consider the appellations of idolaters, &c., bestowed 
so unsparingly upon Papists, as somewhat uncharitable and 
» May more, as highly intolerant. Indeed, we cannot 
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avoid inferring, from the abuse heaped upon the majority of 
the now existing Christians, that men who, notwithstan ling 
‘he admonition, “Judge not, lest ye be judged,” consider 
themselves justified in the use of such invectives, and who are 
so prompt in condemning millions of their fellow-creatures 
with whom they have in common the same fundamental prin- 
ciples of belief, are not very deeply imbued with the mild 


ath not one God created us? Why do we deal treacher- 
ously every man against his brother, by profaning the covenant 
of our Father ?” (Malachi il. 10); and are not very fit instru- 
ments for the propagation of the truth, of which they style 
themselves the sole monopolizers. 

Again, we must protest against any concurrence, on the part 
of the Jews, in the execrations against Rome. Ancient Rome, 
it is true, was the den from which burst that ferocious beast, 
(seen by Daniel,) which devoured Judah, “ brake it in pieces, 
and stamped the residue with the feet of it,’’ and our ancestors 
might therefore as justly hate the Romans as the Greeks do the 
Turks,—it was the noble hatred of the right for the wrong, of 
the oppressed for the oppressor. But the ancient Romans are 
no more, and our detestation did not survive their destruction. 
Modern Rome is no more to us than any other city: we detest 
it as little as we do Seville or Toledo, where, centuries since, 
our forefathers suffered a cruel martyrdom. The friends of the 
Conversion Society may give vent to their violence in con- 
temptible invectives, and thus show how fit they are to dis- 
seminate a religion which boasts to consist only of indulgence 
and of love; for our part, believing simply in the word of 
God, as contained in Scripture, we are of opinion that it is 


revenge himself or to hate. (Levit. xix. 18.) 

Again, we do not know, nor have we any desire to deter- 
mine, how far Catholicism perverts the doctrine of sacrificial 
atonement; but we do know that such a doctrine, that is 
an atonement effected by the mere bringing of an offering, 
was never promulgated by the law of Moses, and that, there- 
fore, all accusations against it, said to be deduced from the 
Bible, are groundless. True, the offering of sacrifices 
was prescribed for several transgressions, but we ought not 
therefore to decide so hastily, whether it was the mere sacrifice, 
and not the confession of the sin committed, an expression of 
penance and the resolution in future to avoid the like misdeed, 
which were to accompany it, that constituted the atonement, 
(Levit. v.5); or whether, in such a case, sacrifices were not or- 
dained, in order to render the confession and penance more im- 
pressive. Indeed, that offerings were nothing more than public 
exhibitions, to make acts of divine service of confession and 
of repentance, more august and solemn, is clearly shown by the 
declarations of almost all the prophets. Besides, if offerings 
alone had the power of atonement, how could King David, 
after the commission of the sin alluded to in the 51st Psalm, 
have said, “For thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give 
it; thou delightest not in burnt offerings:”’ whilst, as the article 
before us says, the Almighty instituted “ offering of sacrifices 
for every, even the most minute of transgressions :” how could 
Isaiah, (i. 11), how could Jeremiah, (vii. 21—24), have so bit- 
terly inveighed against them? That the doctrine of vica- 
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Tlous atonement and justification, not founded upon a man’s |. 


Own merits, finds no support in Holy Writ, is clear from the 
following quotations: ‘ t ine eyes are open upon all the ways of 
the sons of man, to give to every one according to his ways, 
and according to the fruits of his doings.” (Jeremiah xxxii. 19.) 
‘ Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with them, for 
they shall eat the fruits of their doings: woe to the wicked, for 
it shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be 
Siven him,” (Isaiah iii, 10, 11); and Moses clearly makes the 
vation of his people dependent, solely and exclusively, on 
the fulfilment of the laws prescribed in the Pentateuch, without 
even hinting at any other means as being concurrent therewith. 
(Deuteronomy xxx. 10, 13—19.) ; 
| has imposed on us the 


Hitherto, our religious conviction 
peer necessity of differing with the views of the Christian 

'y 8 Magazine, notwithstanding our personal esteem for its 
straightforward editress; now, however, we are happy in being 
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= of those who taught, ‘‘ Have we not all one Father? | 


unlawful for any one, who admits the Divinity of Holy Writ, to | 
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able fully to concur with the remainder of the article under 
notice—we too, hear the voice from heaven, saying : 
** Hear now this, thou afflicted 

And drunken, but not with wine; 

Thus saith thy Lord, the Lord, | 

And thy God that pleadeth the cause of His people, 

Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, 

Even the dregs of the cup of my fury ; 

Thou shalt no more drink itagain: — 

But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee ; 

Which have said to thy soul, bow down, that we may go over: 

And thou hast laid thy body as the ground, 

And as the street, to them that went over. 

Awake! Awake! put on thy strength, oh Zion! 

Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the Holy City! 

For, henceforth, there shall no more come into thee 

The uncircumcised and the unclean. 

Shake thyself from the dust ; 

Arise, sit down, O Jerusalem ! 

Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, 

O captive Daughter of Zion ! 
Yes, we do believe she will, under the Lord’s wonderful gui- 
dance, loose herself from those bands, and march on. We look 
for a sudden rousing of the mighty energies of a people, 
‘terrible from their beginning hitherto ;’ and, though Gentile 
instrumentality will be used in conveying them, we hope and 
we believe, that the movement will be their own.—Lord, 
hasten it, now in our day. Amen.” 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION p°)bY 
DEUTERONOMY XVI. 18. 


A portion of this section is devoted to detailing the nature 
and duties of the judges, Levites, and priests, who were 
to administer justice to our ancestors in the Holy Land. The 
principle of subordination is here so distinctly laid down, and 
the imperative necessity of authorized guidance so clearly 
demonstrated, that it is indeed strange that Jews should be 
found, who claim for every one the right of legislation in spirit- 
ual affairs, to the subversion of all supremacy, unity, and order. 


It may be argued, however, by these claimants for self-govern- 


ment, that the power, vested by the enactments contained 
in this section, in the hands of the judges and priests, is merely 
magisterial, and relates exclusively to civil affairs ; nor would 
such an argument be without some show of reason, were 
it not for the following verse, ‘‘ And the man who shall 
act presumptuously, and shall not hearken to the priest who 
stands there to minister to the Lord thy God, &c;’’ and the 
expressions NN ‘5 by; from which we may evidently infer, 
that the authority of the priest was to extend to religious, 
as well as to temporal affairs, and that by him alone was all 
jurisdiction to be exercised. Now, as the law given to us 
by God, was designed by Him to be our guide for ever, we 
are bound to believe that the same principle of legislation 
that was given to our ancestors, must be recognized by us, 
and hence we deduce, that not only is the sole right of 
legislating in spiritual affairs (for we have no longer any 
opportunity of exercising civil authority) vested in those who 
now supply the places of the priests and Levites, but that 
these have likewise the power of exercising such right, within 
certain limits, whenever any necessity arises which calls for 
its exertion. If this were denied, then would the authority 
of the priest (or minister) be too circumscribed to be useful ; 
for, as new contingencies frequently occur, which, ov to 
the differences of time and place, the progress of knowledge, 
and the alteration in position and connexions, could have had 
no parallel anciently, that soar the power of meeting such 
contingencies be conceded, the law would not be sufficient to 
guide us for ever; but, as it is incompatible with our faith 
to suppose this not to be the case, we must at once admit, 
that the exercise of authority, by those properly constituted, 
is a principle essential to our well-being, and requisite for our 
guidance. | 
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IMPROVEMENT OF THE LITURGY. 


We have received various letters on the above subject, but 
as the following one closes with an important offer, we have 
selected it for insertion, not having space for more. 


To the Editors of the Voice of Jacob. 


Gentlemen,—lI notice, with much pleasure, an announcement 
in your paper of the 22nd ult., that some improvement in the 
Liturgy has taken place in the Synagogues of Brunswick. 

It is also a source of congratulation to observe that the 
alterations have been made consistent with 
_ The publication of the document alluded to, would be of 

the greatest importance to all the Jewish congregations of 
Great Britain and the colonies, and I sincerely hope you will 
not delay in affording the public an opportunity of ascertaining 
what really can be Jone for the spiritual welfare of the com- 
munity, on orthodox principles. 

You are fully aware that there exists a desire, amongst all 
classes of the community, for a reform in our Synagogue ser- 
vice; you have frequently advocated its necessity, and have 
pointed out the important results which must follow, if proper 
means be taken to effect a change. 

I shall not offer any remarks on the urgency of this ques- 
tion, in the full expectation that those, who ‘have the direction 
of our Synagogue affairs, will, at once, imitate the example 
now set forth by one of the most learned and pious Rabbins of 
the age. 

I remain, your obedient servant, 
Amicus. 
I shall be happy to contribute my share towards the expense of 


printing the document, as a supplementary sheet to your next 
number. , 


— 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Union is strength—NSocieties for the Relief of the Blind.—A 
report, (in our No, 11.) of a ball held for the benefit of one 
of these institutions, was accompanied by a confident anticipa- 
tion and an earnest desire that the two Societies would unite 
their forces. All appeared convinced that the same amount 
of good might be effected by one, and that too at much: less 
charge upon the liberality of the Jewish public. We are 
now happy in being able to announce the accomplishment 

of this desirable object; an example, which we hope soon to see 
followed by other analogous charities. By the new arrange- 
ments, which were finally adopted at a meeting recently held, 
the older institution, known as the ‘* Society for the Relief of 
the Indigent Blind of the Jewish persuasion” will, in future, 
be the only one for that pupose, the six pensioners of the 
late society being added to the thirteen who were already 
benefited by the existing institution; so that now, happily, 
there does not remain in this metropolis a single blind Jew 
requiring aid, without a weekly stipend for life. We are the 
more pleased to record this: particular instance of a union of 
interests in the same good cause, as this is said to have been 
one of, if not ¢he first charitable institution in which Portuguese 
and German Jews agreed unreservedly to unite for the common 
relief of their respective claimants. This is, also, the first 
successful effort to consolidate institutions, for the objects of 
which emulation is often excusable, and even advantageous, 
but collision is not always avoidable, and waste of funds, for 
rival displays, is almost inevitable. Much credit is due, not 
only to the perseverance and exertion which have effected 
this union, but also to those officers of the late institution who 
have so handsomely retired in favor of those of the present 
one. We need scarcely express a hope that the liberality of 
our brethren will be exercised towards this laudable institution, 
as we are confident, that not only will those who supported 
the late society not withhold their assistance, (inasmuch as 
benefits, hitherto dependent on inadequate sources and doubt- 
ful exertions, will be permanently secured,) but that others, 
induced by this first step towards the final union of all analo- 

ous Jewish charities, will also add their mite to the general 
nd. There existed, as we understand, in the first instance, 


several obstacles to the junction that has now been effected, ' 
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but, as was well observed by Mr. De Castro, (to whose patient 
exertions the desired result is chiefly due) at the meetin 
above alluded to; “ there are few instances of opposing parties, 
in which either is wholly right, and perhaps there are no differ. 
ences, at present existing among Jews, which might not be 
adjusted by a judicious inclination to yield a little.” 

A Liturgy already wm roved.—In reference to the article 
under this title contained in a late number (see also a letter 
on this page), we now add the translation of a document, 
sent by the Landrabbiner S. L. Eger, to the Editor of the 
Zeitung des Judenthums: this letter was originally addressed 
to the elders who had laid before him, for his revision, their 
new arrangement of the liturgy. ‘‘ With regard to the new liturgy, 
sent me for revision by the committee, I have the honor to’ 
state, that you have known me, gentlemen, for many years, 
and are aware how disinclined I am to any alteration in divine 
service, fearing lest the mann ‘3n20 of our ancestors might 
thereby be violated. But, as the committee have represented 
to me that, if divine service be not celebrated in a manner 
more congenial to the feelings of the age, the attendance 
at the Synagogue, especially in a small congregation like 
ours, would be seriously affected, and that, to prevent this, 
they have laid these alterations before me; I have, as in 
duty bound, revised them, to see that, at least, there is nothing 
in them 17 33) and having convinced myself of this, although 
I am no friend to changes, God forbid that I should disturb 
the whole.” (Dated Brunswick, 8th March, 1842, and signed 
S. L. Eger, Landrabbiner.) In publishing this letter, the 
editor of the Zeitung, says, ‘* The conduct of this venerable man, 
as shown by this document, agen a pleasing picture, which 

enetrates us the more deeply, when compared with the stub- 
Leguhien which we so frequently see disturbing the peace of 
congregations. The above declaration removes every doubt 
as to the Chief Rabbi's sanction to the introduction of the 
new liturgy. It is true, he has stated that he himself did not 
project it, that is, he did not give an impulse to its introduc- 
tion; but that still, he has freely and pier approved of it. 
The insight into the wants of the age exhibited by this venera- 
ble Rabbi must win for him the hearts of all Israelites.”’ | 

Jews’ Free School, Bell Lane.—Mr. Angel, English master 
of the Talmud Torah school, has been appointed to the 
head-mastership of the Free School, vacant by the resignation 
of the Rev. H. A. Henry. 

Secession not Apostacy.—A correspondent, who signs him- 
self ** 4 Member of the West London Synagogue,” notes the 
Fourth Resolution, passed at the last annual meeting of the 
London Conversion Society, to which attention had been called 
in our columns, (No. XIX.); he observes, .“‘ this resolution 
exults in the establishment of the West London Synagegue of 
British Jews, expecting, of course, that the said synagogue will 
play second fiddle to the Society, and swell the ranks of apos- 
tacy.” In proof of the groundlessness of such an anticipation, — 
he has forwarded us an extract from a sermon, on the restora- 


| tion of the Jews to the land of their fathers, lately delivered 


by the Rev. D. Marks, minister to the congregation. Of this 
sermon our correspondent says: “‘the arguments throughout 
were forcible and convincing, and fully authorised by Scrip- 
ture.” On this subject, however, we can give no opinion, as 
having only seen a portion of the discourse, we are unable to 
judge of the whole; the part which our correspondent has 
sent us, but of which the limited space at our disposal prevents 
the insertion, commences with a remark, to the truth of which 
every Jew must subscribe: ‘a belief, in the restoration of 
Israel to the land of their fathers, renders it more than impera- 
tive upon every Jew to keep strictly within the pale of his 
faith, for God has rte et to restore them who adhere to him. 
He has therefore kept them distinct in their religious obser- 
vances and in their marriages, that they may be in a capacity to 
be restored.” In allusion to the Conversion Society, the 
reverend gentleman says: “‘there are some enthusiasts who 
call themselves the friends of Israelites, and profess great con- 
cern for their salvation, who call upon them to veld up the 
very principles and observances of that faith, by means of 


which, it is evident, from the word of God, that He will work 


out their future restoration. But sx noon xb, Israel is not 
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faving ma of these commands, the Rabbis, who ever studied 


the accusation of ignorance and inconsistency laid against 


estranged from God, neither is he a bondman, that he should | 
sell his powers or his intellect. We know our true friends, 
and we know our professed friends, but our real enemies, Our 
true frends are those who, while they piously follow their own 
faith, respect our religious tenets, and would scorn the unwor- ) 
thy attempt of forcing the consciences of their fellow-men. | 
Our real enemies are those who profess themselves our friends, | 
who attempt (in vain) to lure us from our allegiance to our | 
religion, and would persuade us to curse our father and despise _ 
our mother!” Thesermon concludes with some forcible stric- | 
tures on the conduct of the King of Prussia to his Jewish sub- 
jects, and his patronage of the Jerusalem bishopric. 


Synagogue Hall, St. Helen’s.—The passage chosen for expo- 
sition on Sabbath, 30th ult., was that commencing pow ox AYN}. 
It was shown that this passage, as commonly interpreted, an- 
nounces the punishments and rewards which were to fall to the 
share of our ancestors in their own land, according as they 
should behave ill or well. The apparent incongruity, between 
the temporal advantages herein promised and the spiritual 
commands of the Almighty, was removed by a reference to the 
geographical situation of Judea, whence was deduced the 
connexion between the conduct of the Israelites, and the ex- 
pression of the Divine will as to what was designed to result 
therefrom. ‘The ordinance referring to wopn was also com- 
mented upon, and the reason of our having been enjoined to 
bind them round our left arms and on our foreheads, pointed 
out. Asa circumstance arising from the consideration of this 
ordinance, the institutions of the Rabbis were first alluded to 
in general, and that which absolves women, children, 
slaves and idiots from the performance of certain duties, was 
afterwards more particularly explained. The due estimate 
entertained by our Rabbins for the softer sex, was vindicated by 
a conclusive refutation of that calumny which deduces, from 
the characteristic style that includes all exemptions in one 
category, ‘‘ that women were not assigned a higher position than 
children, slaves and idiots.” Several of our ceremonial enact- 
ments, which appear chiefly to serve as the means of distin- 
guishing us as the guardians of the immutable truths contained 
in the law, (see exposition of the passage ordaining the use of 
ny*y¥ in a former number, ) are, it was shown, inconsistent with the 
retiring nature of women, and incompatible with that modesty and 
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reserve which constitute the chief ornaments of the female, 


whose temple is her domestic hearth; that women were not | 
classed with children, slaves and idiots, because it was supposed _ 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Jamaica.—On the subject of the ridiculous distortion of 
facts in the Morning Post of the 20th April last, to which we 
alluded in our No. 16, we extract the following letter addressed 
to the editor of the Morning Journal, Kingston. 

Sir: Allow me to make a few brief observations on an extract 
from a London paper, inserted in your’s of the 8th, headed 
‘‘ Jewish Intelligence,” as it contains several misstatements, 
calculated to deceive those who are interested in, but may 
know little of, the matter. 

The article in question states that ‘‘ a large number of the 
genteeler and wealthy Jews had printed and published a new 
Liturgy.” The parties alluded to are highly respectable, but 
their number is small, and the honored names of Rothschild, - 
Sir Moses Montefiore, Sir I. L. Goldsmid, Salomons, De 
Castro, Lindos, Cohens, and other distinguished families, are 
not among them. The Liturgy put forth is not a new one, 
but an abridgment of the one in use since the time of Ezra. 

‘* A Chapel has been opened in Burton Street, for the 
performance of the Hebrew service in English.” If this be 
not a wilful assertion, it is a very careless one, and is utterly 
destitute of truth. There is no Synagogue in England, and 
I may add, throughout the world, as well as the one spoken 
of, called a Chapel, where the service is not entirely in 
Hebrew, excepting the sermon, which is generally in the 
language of the country, and- consequently there could have 
been no excommunication issued by Chief Rabbi Hirschell, for 
saying the prayers in English. . 

‘*A new dispute has arisen in London between the Caraite Jews, 
or those that adhere to the text of the Old Testament alone, 
and the Talmudical Jews, who stand up for the authority of 
the Oral Law, or the interpretations and traditions of the 
Jewish Fathers, Rabbins, and Cabalists.” In the first place 
there are no Caraite Jews in London, and secondly, the only 
difference between the Caraites and Talmudists is this, they 
both agree that there is an Oral Law, but the former refuse 
to recognize the Talmud where it is recorded. 

The Pamphlet ‘‘ Is the Oral Law of Divine Origin, and 
therefore binding upon the Jews” is masterly and unanswerable. 
The agitations of the question has produced conviction, in- 
creased the love, and strengthened the attachment for that 
faith which has ever characterised and united the Jews. 
Their proceedings in the Mother Country are marked with 
an earnestness and a fervor, which, so far from dissevering, 


they were alike incompetent or unable to understand the import- | is tending daily to bind them more firmly in unanimity, and to 


ance of the ceremonial laws; but that they are only mentioned in 
conjunction with them, because, being equally absolved from the 


revity in their enactments, thought it unnecessary to point out 
the particular reason for their being so, deeming that no mistake 
could be made on a subject of so little difficulty :—from several 
evidences in scripture, and in the Talmud, it was demonstrated 
that, so far from women being anciently regarded with contempt, 
they were treated with the highest respect; and hence, that 


the Rabbins, (whose conduct and character were formed from 
the models of the illustrious men spoken of in the Bible,) is not 
only groundless, but contrary to justice and the principles of 
rihgt reason, 2 


Glasgow.—We have received an account of the consecration 
of a new Synagogue in this city. It appears that the lease of 
the former room having expired, another has been provided 
capable of containing about 150 persons; and having been 
fitted up with a ladies gallery, ark, &c., it was formally conse- 
crated on the eve of Sabbath, the 9th of Ab. The doors 
Were opened at six o’clock, and the rolls of the law being intro- 

uced, were carried seven times round the Synagogue, psalms 
eng, in the meanwhile, chaunted by the readers. The even- 
ing service, with some special prayers suitable for the occasion, 
was then performed, and donations to the amount of £30 were 
afterwards offered. Several visitors attended, and seemed im- 
Pressed with the importance of the proceedings. This Syna- 
Sogue is only a temporary one, as a fund is being raised for the 


oe of a piece of ground and the erection of a Synagogue 


further religious improvement. ‘ 
I am, your obedient servant, 
| N. 


Kingston, June 10, 5602. 


Prague.—(July, private correspondence.) ‘‘ This city may 
congratulate itself on the great acquisitions it some years 
since made in the persons of Rapperport, as }I M2 38 and ot 
Dr. Sachs, as lecturer; for they work jointly and indefatigably 
in the vineyard of the Lord, and their efforts will certainly 
not be vain. apperport, although first ecclesiastical function- 
ary in one of the most numerous congregations of Europe, 
and having consequently very onerous duties to discharge, 
still finds leisure to give instruction in the Talmud and to 
expound the book of Kusari. Dr. Sachs gives expositions 
of the psalms, and 2. Hisack Redish, another teacher of the 
law, lectures on the nyt my. We thus have a small Jewish 
college, without expense either to the congregation or to 
the pupils; and when we reflect that, in addition to this, at 
our university, (one of the best in Europe) a student may 
attend lectures on all subjects without the payment of a single 
fee, that our congregation is an orthodox one, that our spiritual 
leaders are of acknowledged piety, and that a single man may. 
live here, comfortably, on £25 a year, we conclude that no 
other place in Germany offers so many advantages to a Jew, 
desirous of pursuing theological studies.” roe 

Moravia.—We learn from the same private source that ‘‘ the 
Chief Rabbi of this country, (Landrabbiner) Rt. Nachum 
Trebitsch, died a short time since, at Prague, while on a journey 
from his residence at Nikolsburg to the watering-place, Carls. 
bad, whither he was travelling for the restoration of his health. 
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He was acelebrated Talmudist, and was opposed to all changes, 
even those which were beneficial. Great improvements are 
now anticipated.” 

Hungary.—The following specimen of intolerance, exhibited 
in this country, has filled us not less with indignation at 
the inimical disposition displayed towards the Jews, than 
with pity at the narrow-mindedness of those oe 
such views. There: lives, in Hungary, an Israelite name 
Mauksch, who has devoted his life, with great success, to the 
instruction of deaf mutes; to one, indeed, who had returned 
from the deaf and dumb institution at Waitzen without being 
able to utter a syllable, he succeeded in conveying the site 
of speech. This happy result of his efforts was so highly ap- 
6 2 even by non-Israelites, that a benevolent Christian 

anded him a considerable sum of money to enable him to 
continue his exertions. This man lately solicited the vacant 
Eo of teacher to the institution at Waitzen, but it was refused 

im,—because he was a Jew !—as if the unhappy mutes would 
have scorned to receive the heavenly gift of speech froma 

man whose creed for thousands of years has poured the light 
of life on all mankind; a creed, without which Christians would 
still be enveloped in the darkness of paganism; a creed, which 
infuses into the minds of a small number of individuals, 
scattered over the four quarters of the Foe, strength and 
perseverance to brave the most bitter and bloody persecutions, 
and to preserve, in the lowest depths of misery, virtues, which, 
to the same extent, are in vain sought after among members of 
other religious bodies. 

[It isa gratifying fact, connected with this instance of success 
in the instruction of deaf mutes, that 7. Pereira in France, and 
Mr. Seixas in America, both Jews, have also distinguished 
themselves in the same career.—Eps. | 

Expulsion of the Jews, and its consequences.—W e call the 
attention of our readers to the substance of an article contained 
in No, 30 of the Zeitung des Judenthums. The Gazette of 
Posen complains that, owing to the emigration of some of the 
wealthier Jewish families from this grand dukedom, the com- 
merce of the country has suffered severely ; and the result of 
historical researches, now being carried on in Bavaria, shows 
that the commercial decline of the once flourishing Nuremberg, 
- may be dated from the expulsion of the Jews from that city. 

Such remarks, contained in a paper published under the sur- 

veillance of a government by no means partial to the Jews, 
and such results of calm enquiries into long-past events, the 
primary causes of which, ‘although the consequences con- 
tinue to operate, have long since disappeared, incontestably 
prove the groundlessness of the clamours raised, by a 
party, against the disadvantages arising from Jewish settle- 
ments. 

[An investigation into the share which Jews have had in the 
establishment and promotion of the prosperity of many of the 
places which have given them shelter, would, without doubt, 
prove interesting, and would tend to throw much light upon 
our history. Of one fact we are convinced, it would show, 
that while no state in which Jews have settled has been injured 
by them, many have been considerably benefited.—Ebs. | 

Hanover.—Owing to the conflicting opinions in the cham- 
bers, concerning the law proposed by the government here for 
the treatment of Jews, anew decree has been promulgated, 
according to which, the late laws remain nearly in statu : 
nay, we even doubt whether the few changes that have Sean 
effected, will tend in any way to improve the condition of our 
Hanoverian brethren. | 

_Holstein.—The acounts received from this duchy are 
favorable, inasmuch as we learn that the Schutzgeld (protec- 
tion-tax, paid only by Jews,) has been remitted. 

Altona.—The German Jews, resident here, have received a 

t of the same privileges that were long since conceded to 
eir Portuguese brethren. 

Jamaica.—Our co 
desire felt by the congregation of Kingston, to abolish the 
sale of Mitzvous and redundant Meshabirachs, has recently 
been warmly advocated from the pulpit—that appropriate 
stand for the condemnation of' all abuses in religious affairs. 


A special committee was, in consequence, appointed to devise 


rrespondent informs us, that the general | 


the best means of supplying the probable peyceg fe the 
revenue, It appears also, that a member of the Kingstoy 
synagogue, ‘‘ entitled to the highest respect for his warm advo. 
cacy of synagogue interests, and who is indefatigable in his 
labors for that in question, had become desirous that the Tey 
Commandments, both in English and Hebrew, should be re. 
peated every Sabbath, during divine service.” The question 
was much agitated, and eventually, at a vestry meeting, the 
above named gentleman introduced a motion to the etfect— 
that the Ten Commandments should be read aloud by the 
minister, every Sabbath, alternately, in Hebrew and English, 
“Tf” said the proposer, ‘this reading of the decalogue 
is to be opposed on the round of its being an innovation, then 
are the sermons from which we have derived so much benefit, 
and the additional English prayer, which the Rev. Minister 
reads over the last remains of mortality, also innovations; the 
former have made our synagogue what it is; the latter has 
introduced the utmost decency and propriety at funerals, and 
leaves an effect frequently productive of the best results. As, 
therefore, I see no mmorcperesy in these things, which are 
innovations, and as the decalogue is the basis of our faith, 
I move that it be read every Sabbath.” We learn that after 
one or two had arisen and opposed the motion, (the “* Reform 
Prayer Book,” as it is called, had made its appearance, and 
the origin of the resolution was there discovered ;) the Jer, 
Mr. Nathan, who had attended the meeting specially, rose, 
and was not only attentively listened to, but made the impres. 


sion desired, ‘* He was obliged,” he said, ‘** to the mover of the © 


resolution for his encomiums, and assured him that the same 
zeal, that had carried him through so many difficulties in 
his ministerial career, should not flag when the welfare of 
his holy religion required its exercise.” The Rev. Gentleman 
then dwelt upon the peculiar position in which he was placed, 
having no superior to whom he could immediately apply, 
when questions arose requiring such a referee, “ I, therefore,” 
continued he, ‘‘ sometimes find my situation a difficult one, as 
not possessing the knowledge requisite for a referee, I may 
occasionally, though unintentionally, err; a conservator, how- 
ever, of religion, and bound as I am to administer its ordi- 
nances, I consider myself employed, -not to substitute my. own 
fanciful ideas, but to preserve and guard what has been entrusted 
to my care.” He then defended his sermons by proving, 
from the Bible, that scriptural expositions were commanded, 
not only by inspired men, but by God himself; that they were 
ever given in the language most familiar to the people; and 
that, therefore, they were not innovations. With regard to 
the prayer read by him at funerals, he adduced the examples 
of David lamenting over Abner, Saul over Jonathan, Jeremiah 
over Josiah, and the modern 4pp7; and thence showed, that that 
was likewise no innovation, The Rev. Gentleman then entered 
into a history of our present ritual, and proved that, with a few 
modern additions, the mbpn was nearly in the same state as the 
‘men of the Great Synagogue” had left it. ‘* The decalogue,” 
he said, was ordained to be read privately by individuals every 


day, but not publicly by a congregation, its being thus read _ 


three times a year being deemed sufficient* ; that such repetition 


was at all times good, but that, upon the principle that it was not 


done by any congregation except the seceders, he objected to 
the practice in Kingston; besides, he would ask, if even the 
resolution were adopted, where was the authorized version 
to be obtained? he should object to that given by the English 
Bible, and would not have the presumption to use, without 
proper authority, one of his own composition. ‘‘ Our adhe- 
rence,” continued he, “ to the ritual we have, for so many 
centuries employed, both in public and private, has cemented 
the union which has bound Israel together in faith and prac- 


* There is nothing new under the sun. The same proposition was 
made in the time of the Talmudists, and rejected by them, NDIN 259 
72" on account of the clamours of the Minim (manicheens), 4 term 


frequently applied by the Talmudists, to the opponents of the principles 
of orthodox Judaism, and which Rashi in this ;—That 
these (the Minim) may not say to the nations of the earth, that the other 
part of the law is not true, and that, in proof of it, merely that portion of 
the Torah is read which the Almighty himself uttered, and which 


they (the Israelites) themselves received ith on Sinai. 
(V. treatise Berachot, f. xii.)}—Eps. 
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do you now wish rend do you 

7 rilegiously to put forth your hands against the ark 
ae long been your palladium, and adopt modes 
and customs of other religions? Do you wish to destroy that 


‘unity and similarity, in synagogue worship, which enable our 


brethren, from whatever country they come, to join with us 
in prayer ? These are points that cannot be decided by a 
vestry, which is incompetent, as a tribunal, to judge of them. 
You may legislate as you will, concerning the financial and 
internal regulations of the synagogue, but ecclesiastical matters 
are beyoad your control. You may differ with me in opinion 
on the estimate of your own powers, but I tell you, gentlemen, 
not in anger nor threateningly, that so long as I have the honor 
to hold my present situation, [ will not sanction any change 
which, in my humble opinion, may be detrimental to the simi- 
larity of worship among the Hebrews. I act thus from con- 
viction, in reverence of that creed and that ritual which have 
so long been ours. If, however, you imagine you possess the 
power to authorize the change required by the motion, I shall 
not contend against such assumption of authority, but shall 
calmly retire from my post, and resign the office I can no 
longer hold on principle ; my conscience dictates such a course, 
A i reason and religion tell me it is a proper one.” After 
hearing the Rev. gentleman’s speech, we learn that no one 
could be found to second the resolution, for every one, having 
become aware of the dangers of innovation, hesitated to expose 
his religion to them; and that those, who had come prepared 
to combat for the motion, at all hazards, subsequently 
acknowledged the cogency of the reasoning opposed to hon. 

‘We cannot close this notice without expressing our satis- 
faction at this nipping, in the bud, of an innovating spirit, in a 
place too, which was regarded as a stronghold by the seceders ; 
it is a proof that our brethren abroad are not indifferent to those 
— movements that are exciting so much attention here.— 

DS. 

Reminiscences from the History of Prussia.—( Extracted 
from the Orient, No. 27.) After the disastrous battle of Jena, 
lost by the Prussians in 1806, the late Queen of Prussia, during 
her flight from’ the enemy, arrived with her children at 
Markisch, Freidland, and enquired for extra horses, (vorspann.) 
The inhabitants, however, were unable to grant her request, as 
their best horses, lest they should become the prey of the 
French, were concealed in the forest, and those which they had 
were too bad. The unfortunate Queen was bitterly lamenting 
her lot, (the enemy was only three miles distant,) when three 
Jews, named Stargard, Anstalt, and Marquart, stepped forward, 
and rescued her and her children, When they had conveyed 
her to the next place of safety pointed out by her, she thanked 
them in these words: ‘* My children, God will help me, and 
you shall, then, not be forgotten.”—Among the children thus 
rescued by Jews, was the present Empress of Russia.—When 
in 1807, the late King of Prussia was at Koénigsburg, and was 
in want of money to pay the army, Hardenberg his minister, 
Wrote to the merchants of the town, requesting a loan. The 
merchants asked for three days to deliberate. The country 
was then in a very precarious state, and it was doubtful whether 

russia might not soon cease to exist as an independent nation ; 
erefore, under these circumstances, can blame them? 
Hardenberg, when he wrote to the merchants, also addressed 
a letter to the same effect, to the elders of the Jews; these 
immediately replied that they would comply with his request. 
bs en the three days had expired, the merchants declared that 

ey would willingly serve their country, but that being over- 
oe with bank debentures, they were unable to de so. 
fe army would thus have been perforce disbanded, had 
pes ews not brought their money to its relief. What a con- 
Kin between the conduct of the Jews and that of the present 
th 8 Of Prussia! How does he requite their attachment to 

“ir country, their loyalty to their sovereign ! 


THE DAMASCUS MISSION. 

To the Editors of the “ Voice of Jacob.” 
return of one fifth of our 
ns towards the Damascus Mission, and the publica- 
a sketch of the expenditure, have occasioned many 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


191 


various reflections. Few will deny their meed of admiration 
to the munificence of Sir Moses Montefiore in his extra gift of 
£2,200; in my mind, the prevailing feeling is one of gratification, 
that a result so important in its bearings upon the welfare 
of our people, and on the interests of humanity, should have 
been attained with the cordial co-operation of so many civi- 
lized governments; and that an undertaking of so great a 
magnitude, extending over a period of at least eight months, 
should have been accomplished so economically. At this 
conclusion I have arrived from the following calculation :— 
the amount originally collected was £6,774, the total expendi- 
ture was £7,652; towards this expenditure especially, Sir 
Moses Montefiore contributed. £2,200. Now considering the 
extent of time occupied by the Mission, that it was accompanied 
by Lady Montefiore, that their retinue was therefore necessa- 
rily large, and that this £2,200 gives but about £9 per diem, 
it appears most probable, that such portion of the whole 
expenses incurred for et ae , travelling, and maintenance, 
in France, Italy, Egypt, Turkey, &c., as was personal to 
Sir Moses himself and his immediate retinue, has been thus 
handsomely subtracted by him from the gross expenditure. 
Taking this rate as a standard, the other portion of the Mis- 
sion, consisting of Drs. Madden and Lowe, D. Wire, Esq. 
and attendants, may have incurred an expenditure of the like 
amount, £2,200,—together £4,400. To this must be added the 
compensation and gratuities presented to the employés of the 
Mission, both at home and abroad; information upon which 
I can rely, warrants my estimating these at about £2000 more. 
Thus it is only a balance of £1,374, which can be set down to 
those expenses of the undertaking, not of an immediately 
personal character; and the smallness of this amount is really 
astonishing, considering the extent and range of correspondence, | 
the meetings, advertisements, printing, &c., at home, as well as 
the various extraordinary expenses incidental to such an expe- 
dition abroad ; for it is known that the Mission was presented 
at every court which it visited. These calculations, gentlemen, 
do, in my mind, present additional grounds for satisfaction, 
I therefore, hasten to point them out through your valuable 
columns, remaining. Respectfully yours. 


One deeply interested in the Mission. 


WHY HAS NOT THE ORAL LAW BEEN 
TRANSLATED ? 


We have acknowledged the receipt of a letter from Mr. 
Peynado on this subject, and though it has been postponed, we 
find ourselves altogether unable, with the limited space at our 
disposal, to give insertion to it, at full length. We, therefore, 
extract the question itself, (a plausible one), without our corres- 
pondent’s introduction and commentary, and will endeavour 
to answer it; compelled to inconvenient brevity in that also. 

Where is the Oral Law to be found, and why is tt not trans- 
lated 2—A translation of the Oral Law would, in the first place, 
be attended with almost insurmountable difficulties; secondly, 
even if translated, it would be perfectly useless, and in a certain 
respect, even detrimental; and thirdly, there is a peculiar cir- 
cumstance which, for the present, makes such a translation 
impossible.—To translate, is to divest an idea of a garb of words 
unknown to certain persons, and to clothe it in such expressions 
as are familiar to them; but to do this is impossible, unléss the 
language into which the translation is to be made, possesses 
terms fit to convey the idea to be expressed. Whenever a 
language has no expression for an idea, we may regard it as a 
sign that the nation speaking that language is unacquainted 
with it; whence a translation is literally impossible ; all that 
can be done is to describe, or, if possible, to point out the 
object conveyed by the idea, and then either to retain the 
original word, or to coin a new one from it. A slight survey of 
any language is sufficient to show the truth of this assertion: 
many military terms used by us are of French origin—because 
modern warfare was first reduced to a science by the French: 
and many words for expressing things and qualities im the arts 
and sciences, in which the ancients were our teachers, are 
derived from the Latin and Greek languages. It is evident, 
also, that the difficulties pointed out above, increase, in pro- 
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rtion as the two languages, and the nations speaking them, 
ear less affinity or resemblance to each other; till at last, the 
translator finds his work so swelled by comments and explana- 
tions, that the right understanding of it entails quite a study. 
This may be proved by areference to the writings of the an- 
cients ; or to speak of a later period, to those, for instance, of 
Shakspeare, many of the ideas in which, — familiar at the 
time of the author, are now scarcely understood even by his own 
countrymen. If then, such difficulties exist, in rendering a 
work clear and intelligible to the people of the same country, 
how much more formidable do they become, when it is re- 
quired so to convey the orientalisms of that ancient and peculiar 
people, the Jews, as to make them correspond to ideas enter- 
tained at the present day. ‘To give a characteristic example : 


what European language contains a word with which the idea 
can be conveyed? Ofa similar.nature, are 


expressed 
the majority of objects treated of in the Oral Law. How 
difficult, and yet at the same time how imperfect, such a trans- 
lation would be, is strikingly evidenced by the Bible: though 
all civilized nations have for centuries been conversant with 
the ideas conveyed by the Bible, though these nations speak 
languages capable of expressing the most subtle distinctions, and 
most seatsast reasoning, yet we dare assert, without derogating 
from the value of any translation, that a full understanding of the 
Scriptures can only result from the study of the original text. 
Besides, a translation of the Oral Law, if executed, would be 
useless, and to acertain degree, even detrimental; for since, 
from the reasons stated, it must ever remain a sealed book to 
the mass, and be only intelligible to those who have acquired 
the necessary preparatory raphe, that is, to those who have 
applied themselves to Jewish theology, it might as well not be 
translated, since those competent to undertake the task, would, 
from their knowledge of Hebrew, certainly prefer the original 
text. The inutility of a translation becomes still more evident, if 
we make the following reflection. The human mind is limited, 
and cannot comprise the whole stock of existing ideas ; con- 
scious of this, mankind have divided them into two great classes ; 
into such, as, from their facility, .are within the reach of all 
capacities, and the knowledge of which is requisite for the 
happiness of all ; and into such, 4s, from their greater difficulty, 
are not placed within the grasp of all; nor indeed is it requisite 
for the happiness of men, that they should be. ‘To the first 
class belong all those, the conveyance of which to the mind 
forms the object of popular information; as for instance, 
morals, religion, the elements of certain sciences, &c. To the 
second class belong all those, for the conveyance and cultiva- 
tion of which, after their reduction into certain systems, special 
institutions (universities or colleges,) have. been founded, where 
these systems, (as for instance, medicine, law, &c.,) are taught 
to men who devote themselves entirely to the study of them. 
Convinced of the truth, that one man cannot appropriate to him- 
all ideas, that each must thoroughly acquaint himself with one 
system, and that, as in commerce, a constant interchange must 
take place, so that the superfluities of one may supply the defi- 
ciencies of another, we see the lawyer confidently consulting 
the medical man when his health is affected, and on the con- 
trary, the medical man taking the advice of the lawyer, when 
he requires the protection of the law. So long as the order of 
things is preserved, as here intimated, all will go smoothly and 
happily ; but when this order is disturbed, when, for instance, 
abstract philosophical ideas are held forth to the mass, that have 
neither capacity to comprehend, nor leisure to digest them, 
then will the way to Atheism be paved. As an individual who 
has some few ideas of medicine, without having fully studied the 
science, and who presumes to act upon these defective notions, 
becomes a quack, so, a man who imbibes some theological 
ideas, to understand which he lacks the necessary preparatory 
knowledge, and who places them among those which are within 
his reach, becomes either a rejector or a visionary, from the 
disorder which the clashing of the two sets of ideas produces 
in his mind, History abounds with phenomena of this kind. 
The question now arises, to which of the classes into which we 
have divided human ideas, the ideas contained in the Oral Law 
belong? We do not hesitate to assign them their place in the 
second class, nor, in so doing;do we fear contradiction from 
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those who have some knowledge of them. It is as natural that, 
in a case referring to the Oral Law, a Jew should consult his spirj. 
tual guide,as that in case of ill-health or of injury to his pro erty, 
he should take the advice of his medical man or lawyer. Frog 
this we infer, that as a translation would give to individuals not 
duly prepared, opportunities of obtaining notions of the Oral Law, 
which might engender in their minds erroneous conclusions, such 
a translation could even do mischief. Moreover, there isa cir. 
cumstance which renders a translation as yet quite impractica- 
ble. The Oral Law has, owing to circumstances the treating of 
which would require a whole dissertation, not yet been reduced 
into a system contained in one book, or even In some few, 
It is dispersed throughout numerous works, (vide Hebrew 
Review, vol. i. p. 43.) and combined with subjects which are 
no part of it. The translator of the Oral Law would, therefore, 
he obliged to translate all these works; a task as useless as 
impracticable. 


Epigram after MARTIAL. 


The reader and the hearer like my lays, 

But they’re unfinished things the poet says : 
His strictures ne'er shall discompose my looks, 
My cheer is for my guests, and not for cooks. 


sayy ay S25 
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NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday, 19th Aug. 13th 5y5x, Sabbath commences at } past 6. 
Sabb. 20th 14th “ portion for the week xyn 

Sund. 28th “ 22nd “ Ist day of nmimSp 
Friday, 2nd Sept. 27th ‘* Sabbath at 6 o’clock. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

University of London.—The article, to which our corres- 
pondent refers, was copied from a Morning Paper. 

J. Peynado.—The communication, relative to Tunis, is 
accepted with thanks, and shall be used early in the ensuing 
year, 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of two pamphlets, the 
one entitled, ‘* 2emarks on the civil disabilities of the Jews, by 
a Conservative,” and the other, “* Judaism defended against 
T. J. C., by the Rev. M. J. Raphall.” 

H. R. H. Tue Duxe or Sussex. The Proprietor of “ The 
Anglo-Jewish Press” has received a most flattering communi- 
cation from Dr. Loewe, Oriental Linguist to His Royal Highness 
—it arrived after going to press with this number. 


Advertisements cannot be inserted, unless prepaid and sent early in the 


week. 


ANTED TO PURCHASE, A GOOD SIZED TABER- 


NACLE, Any person having one to dispose of, may hear of a purchaser 
by applying by letter, prepaid, directed to the Printer of the ** Voice of Jacob.”’ 


A. COHEN, Hatter, No. 40, Minories, corner of 


@ Haydon Street, begs respectfully to announce to the public, that in 
consequence of the present depression in trade, which he in common with others 
feels, is induced, with a view of extending his business, to offer Hats of every 
description, at prices which will be found incredibly low for ready moncy only. 
Beaver Hats, the finest that can possibly be made, 19s. Second and third qualities 
cheap in proportion. Splendid Paris Hats, 10s. 6d. The very best that can be made, 
15s.6d. Gossamer Hats proportionately cheap. D. A. C., begs to state, that 10 
order to avoid unnecessary loss of time trouble and disappointment, all articles 


are to be paid for on delivery. Orders given early will ensure their immediate 
execution. 


London: Published by SreiL1t, Paternoster Row; and may be had of 
E. Varry, Printer, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 
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